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I. Introduction

Nearly 100 scholars and teachers gathered in three special conferences on

the collection and dissemination of research in the teaching of English in higher

education during the annual meeting of the MLA in Chicago, 27-29 December 1967.

Sponsored by the MLA English ERIC, the conferences attempted to iedntify areas

of special importance in the junior and community college English program, the

undergraduate curriculum, and graduate programs in English.



II. 27 December: ERIC and the Undergraduate Curriculum

A. Twenty-four persons took payt in the meeting:

Dorothy Lee Bailey
Dept. of. English
West Chester State College
West Chester, Pa. 193 80

Prof. Robert Bartel
Dept. of English
University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon

Mr. John Butler
Wichita State University
Wichita, Kansas 67208

Prof. Marden J. Clark
Dept. of English
Brigham Young University
Provo, Utah

Mr. Roger Clark
NCTE English ERIC
538 S. Sixth Street
Champaign, Illinois

Mr. Raymond Crisp
Dept. of English (TSCPET)
University of Illinois
Urbana, Illinois

Mr. Gerald Davis
Chief, Academics
Defense Language Inst., Biggs Field
Fort Bliss, Texas 79918

Mr. Anthony De Jovine
Dept. of English
Miami University
Oxford, Ohio 45056

Prof. Walter Edens
Dept. of English
University of Wyoming
Laramie, Wyoming 82070

Professor Laura Franklin
Chairman, Dept. of English
Wayne State College
Wayne, Nebraska 68787

Prof. Richard Goldstone
Dept. of English, City College
New York, N.Y. 10031.

Sister Sheila Houle, B.V.M.
Chairman, Dept. of English
Clark College

Dubuque, Iowa 52001

Mr. Philip J. Klukoff
Dept. of English, University of. Maryland
Baltimore County
5401 Wilkens Ave.
Baltimore, Maryland

Miss Bonnie Nelson
MLA English ERIC
62 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10011

Dr. A. Hood Roberts
CAL English ERIC
1717 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Prof. Robert T. Robertson
Dept. of English
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Blacksburg, Va. 24061

Mrs. Mary Sanders
Chairman, Dept. of English
Virginia Western Community College
309 Colonial Ave., S.W.
Roanoke, Virginia 24015

Prof. Michael F. Shugrue
Secretary for. English
Modern Language Association
62 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 1.0011

Sister. Peter Domian Charles, OP
College of. St. Mary of the Springs
Chairman, Dept. of English
Columbus, Ohio 43219

Sister Mary Virginia, CSJ
The College of St. Catherine
St. Paul, Minnesota

Mr. J. Gordon Spaulding
Dept. of English, U of British Columbia
Vancouver 8, B.C., Canada

Prof. Milton Teichman
Dept. of English
Marist College
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Miss Mary Weeg
Humanities Division
Illinois Valley College
La, Salle, Illinois

Mr. Thomas Wilcox
University of Connecticut

Storrs, Conn. 06268



B. The following agenda guided the discussions:

Albert Kitzhaber presiding

1. The Possibilities of English ERIC: Michael F. Shugrue

2. Topics for Discussion:

a. -Teaching Loads

b. The Supply and Demands for Faculty

c. Introductory courses:

1. Changing nature of Freshman English.
2. The introductory literature courses: genre, survey, great books.

The Major:

1. Linguistics in the English major's program.
2. Advanced composition in the English major's program.

e. Teacher Preparation:

1. Special courses for elementary and secondary teachers.
2. The Department'S role in supervision of practice teaching.

C. Mr. Shugrue explained the purpose of the meeting:

For the seventeenth century scholar, "a complete and generous education," was, in
Milton's words, "that which fits a man to perform justly, skillfully, and magnani-
mously all offices, both private and public, of peace and war." Milton, alas, could
not fcresee the twentieth century's surfeit of knowledge. His prescription for being
"d'ar to Cod and famous to all ages" today gives way to the frustrating, often futile,
efforts to keep abreast of current information in the most limited fields. Even a
selected bibliography such as the MLA International Biblipuraphy, which includes many
languages and literatures, contained 20,814 entries in 1967. Knowing what material
exists and how to get it is a growing problem for the scholar, teacher, and administra-
Lor of an English department .

The truth of Disraeli's assertion that "the more extensive a man's knowledge of what
has been done, the greater will be his power of knowing what to do" demands that the
humanist know and use the tools which present-day technology provides for handling
masses of material. Rapid methods of research collection and dissemination exist for
the physicist and chemist. For the scholar and teacher interested in English in
higher education, the formation of the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC)
is a welcome approach to the critical information problem in American education. ERIC
can aid the administrator, teacher, and scholar who needs access to the growing number
of pedagogical articles in journals and to the flood of books from university and
other presses. Funded by the USOE, ERIC is' a decentralized, nation-wide network of
specialized information centers or clearinghouses desigded to bring significant current
research and research-related information on education to those who need it. Although
the MLA English/ERIC is coordinated through Central ERIC In Washington, D.C., the
collection of materials for English in higher education is directed by subject-matter
specialists who search for, evaluate, index, and abstract materials in this area.



Becauseof tht scope and complexity of the field of English, three Clearinghouses
serve the field: That at the NCTE is responsible for research reports and other
documents relevant to all aspects of the teaching of English from kindergarten
through grade 12, the preparation of teachers of English for the schools, and the
Preparation of specialists in English education and the teaching of English; that
at the Center for Applied Linguistics is responsible for research reports and other
documents dealing with English for speakers of other languages, the teaching of
standard English to speakers of nonstandard English, and applied linguistics. The
MLA English ERIC, a part of a larger MLA ERIC on English and the Modern Foreign
Languages, is responsible for research-reports and other documents about undergraduate
and graduate programs in English, including programs in introductory composition,
general education, the major, and the preparation of teachers of English for two- and
four-year colleges and universities.

If the MLA ERIC merely feeds into its own Liles and into a national information re-
trieval system material of no consequence and research of questionable validity, the
system can, indeed, become a national trashbin of useless information. But its
possibilities are far greater. If ERIC can make the profession aware that there is
a national repository for information about English in higher education which can
provide background materials for curriculum committees, useful bibliographies of
issues of current concern, and research reports on key issues in pedagogy, it will
have taken the first step. If it can demonstrate to the profession that it can ob-
tain and supply to departments-and to individual teachers hard-to-get-at reports
and statistics on enrollments, the supply and demand for faculty, faculty salaries,
and curriculum innovations, it will provide a real service to the field of English.
If college teachers of English become accustomed to feedlm into ERIC new programs
for the major and for graduaces which they have developed, departmental surveys on
outstanding library resoprces available in individual institutions, and research on
English in higher education, including articulation between the junior and community
colleges and the four-year institutions, it will grow constantly more useful.

Because nur ERIC resources--time, staff, and money -- -are limited, we must make choices
about key issues which need the attention of our profession. We have asked you to
come together today to help English ERIC isolate a few issues so important to the
college curriculum that English ERIC must concentrate on finding whatever information
and research is available, distilling that body of knowledge, and channelling it to
the profession. The efforts of ERIC will also, we hope, generate research into
these areas.

D. The participants identified eight principal concerns:

1. What is the nature of freshman English?
a. What new and innovative programs are now in operation?
b. What research on the effectiveness of teaching writing can be uncovered?
c. What place does programmed instruction have in freshman English courses?

Are SRA programs, for example, effective?
Why are relatively few programmed materials now being used?

2. What is the nature of the sophomore course?
a. What kinds of courses are currently being widely offered?

Are statistics available on the prevalence of dourses arranged
by genre, by literary masterpieces, by literary history?

b. What is the rationale for outstanding programs at such places as Dart-
,

mouth?
c. Have innovative programs been designed for students of varying abili-

ties?



3. Do programs on new urban campuses reflect an awareness of community prob-
lems and interests?

4. How are outstanding departments resolving problems of staffing, especially
for the freshman course?

5. Have some departments developed a curriculumouite different from the
traditional, arrangement of freshman English, the sophomore course,
period courses, etc..?
a. What can a department reasonably expect of a major?
b. Which courses among the increasing number of contemporary

literature and linguistics courses should a college with
limited faculty and resources attempt to offer.

6. What should be the nature of the linguistics program for the major?
a. Are small departments trying to offer too many courses?
b. What is the typical requirement in a department with a strong

linguistics program?
c. What is the typical content of a good one-semester course? a two-

semester course?

7. What is the nature of the English honors program?

8. How can greater articulation among college faculty members and between
college teachers of English and classroom teachers be achieved?
a. What outstanding articulation programs are now in existence?
b. Do secondary' school teachers model their English programs too

closely on college offerings?
c. How can college departments place responsibility in the high

schools for certain kinds of training?

9. What is the effect of testing in English?
a. How widespread and how effective is Advanced Placement?
b. Are many teachers teaching what they believe their students

should be able to learn rather than what is appropriate
for the students' age and ability?

E. The participants petitioned the MLA for a conference at the 1968 annual
meeting on one of the above topics.



III: 28 December: ERIC AND THE GRADUATE CURRICULUM

A. Forty-five persons took part in the meeting:

Dr. George Anderson
Chairman, Dept. of English
University of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

Dr. Jerome W. Archer
Chairman, Dept. of English
Arizona State University
Tempe, Arizona 85281

Dr. Peter Bannon
Chairman, Ph.D. Planning Committee
Department of English
gemphis State University
Memphis, Tenn. 38111

Dr. Joseph A. Bryant, Jr.
Head, Department of English
U of North Carolina at Greensboro
Greensboro, N.C. 27412

Dr. Fredson . Bowers
Chairman, Department of English
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903

Dr. Warren Carrier
Chairman, Department of English
University of Montana
Missoula, Mont. 59801

Dr. Marsden Clark
Brigham Young University
Provo, Utah 84601

Dr. Robert P. Creed
Director of Graduate Studies in English
State University of N.Y. at Stony Brook

Stony Brook, L.I., N.Y. 11790

Dr. Kenneth W. Davis
Dir. of Graduate Studies in English
Texas Technological College
P.O. Box 4530
Lubbock, Texas 79409

Dr. Richard Beale Davis
Dir., Graduate Program in English
Department of English
University of Tennessee
Knoxville, Tennessee 37916

Dr. Donald Emerson
Department of English
University of Wisconsin
Milwaukee, Wis. 53211

Dr. Joseph Frank
Chairman, Eng. Language & Literature
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Dr. Jay R. Could, Acting Chairman
Dept. of Language & Literature
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Troy, N.Y. 12181,

Dr. James Green
Chairman, Department of English
Indiana Univ. of Pennsylvania
Indiana, Penna. 15701

Dr. Robert P. Griffin.
Department of English
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, Ill. 62903

Dr. Fred Higginson
Department of English
Kansas State University
Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Dr. Robert B. Holland, Head.
Department of English
Mississippi State University
Drawer N P
State College, Mississippi 39762

Dr. William B. Hunter, Jr.
Chairman, Department of English
Macalester College
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

Dr. Clinton Keeler
Acting Head, Dept. of English
Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74075

Dr. Sy Kahn
Department of English
University of the Pacific
Stockton, Calif. 95204



Dr. W. V. McDonald, Jr.
Director of Graduate Studies in English

University of Toledo
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Dr. Allan P. MacLaine, Chairman
Department of English
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881

Dr. J.K. Mathison,llead
Department of English .

UniverSityof Wyoming
Box 3353, University Station
Laramie, Wyoming 82070

Dr. Patrick C. Hogan, Jr.
Chairman for Graduate Studies in Eng.
University of Houston
Cullen Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77004

Dr. Ralph N. Miller
Associate Chairman for the Grad. Program

Department of English
Western Michigan University
.Kalamazoo, Michigan 49045

Dr. Leonard Nathanson
Dept. of English
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Dr. Martin Nurmi
Department of English
'Dean of Graduate School.
Kent State University
Kent, Ohio 44240

Dr. John Nist
Department of English
Auburn University
Auburn, Alabama 36830

Dr. Griffith T. Pugh
Assoc. Chairman for Grad. Studies
Department of English
Florida State University
Tallahassee, Florida 32306

Dr. Henry W. Sams, Head
Department of English
Pennsylvania State University
246 Sparks Building'
University ,Park, Penn. 16802

Dr. Michael F. Shugrue
Secretary for. English

Modern Language Association
62 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10011

Dr. Wilson Snipes
Chairman, Dept. of English
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061

Dr. Jerome Thale
Marquette University
635 N. Thirteenth St.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53233

Dr. Donald A. Sears
Dept. of English
Calif. State College at Fullerton
800 N. State College Blvd. .

Fullerton, California 92631

Dr. Erwin R. Steinberg
Professor of English
Dept. of English
Carnegie-Mellon University
5000 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15213

Dr. Ta.flor Stoehr
Dir. of Grad. Studies in English
Department of English
Annex B
State Univ. of New York at Buffalo

Buffalo, New York 14214

Dr. G. Robert Strange
Chairman, Dept. of English
Tufts University
Medford, Mass. 02155

Dr. Robert K. Turner, Jr.
Chairman, Dept. of English
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211

Dr. Edward Vasta
University of Notre Dame
Notre Dame, Ind. 46556

Dr. Arthur E. Waterman
Graduate Director, Dept. of English

Georgia State College
33 Gilmer St., S.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dr. Howard Webb
Director, Graduate Studies in English

Southern Illinois University

Carbondale, Illinois 62901



Dr. Dale H. West, Chairman
Department of English

A246 Knight Bldg.
Brigham Young University
Provo, Utah 84601

Dr. Gordon D. Wilson
Director of Graduate Studies
Department of English
Miami University
Oxford, Ohio 45056

Dr. James R. Wilson
Head, Dept. of English
University of Alaska
College, Alaska 99701

Dr. Joseph Wolff
Department of English
Loyola University
Chicago, Ill. 60611

Dr. Thomas Wymer
Department of English
Bowling Greeh State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

B. The following agenda guided the discussion:

1. Opening Remarks: Fredson T. Bowers, University of Virginia

ERIC Comments: Michael F. Shugrue, Secretary for English, MLA

3. Informal Colloquium: The Ph. D. in English

(Initial Statements Concerning the Ph.D. in English: Patrick G. Hogan, Jr.
University of Houston)

a. Results of checklist
1. Topics of major interest
2. Distribution of topic interest

b. Brief Statements on Topics of Major Interest
1. Should the training of Ph. D. candidates in college level teaching

be an integral pert of the degree program? If so, what are the
best ways of providing such training?
(Statement by Professor Griffith Pugh)

2.-What are genuine and reasonable alternatives to a "significant
contribution to knowledge" in considering a dissertation project?
(Statement by Professor R. P. Davis)

3. How can the general (and genuine) breadth of a Ph. D. candidate
be strengthened in a streamlined program?
(Statement by Professor Henry Sams)

4. Is there a tendency to permit excessive specialization perhaps to
a degree that will penalize the potential scholar-teacher as a
teacher, particularly since the Ph. D. degree has become an
"unofficial union card of tutorial effectiveness"?
(Statement by Professor Joseph Bryant)

5. What is the makeup of a department's graduate committee? What
should be the obligations of such a committee? How much authority
should it have?
(Statement by Professor Patrick Hogan)
If mastery of one foreign language is to be considered an adequate
substitute for a reading knowledge of two foreign languages, hoot
is this mastery to be measured or evaluated? (Statement by Professor
Jerome Archer)

c. Open Discussion of Related Topics: Moderator, Fredson T. Bowers
University of Virginia



4. Discussion of .Croup Interest in Future Continuity (Hogan)

a. Petition for Conference or Session at 1.968 MLA meeting.
b. Use of MLA as clearinghouse for information.
c. Question of the kinds of information departments want.
d. Determination of priority topics for gathering information.

5 Adjournment: Closing Remarks: Bowers and/or Shugrue

C. 'The participants asked for information on the dissertation, the authority of the
director of graduate studies, the number and kind of new graduate programs in
English, and the rationale behind current programs.

1. What is currently acceptable for a dissertation?

a. Which institutions accept related articles?
How are these essays organized?
Must they be publishable?

b. How widely is a creative dissertation (novel, drama, etc.) accepted?

2. How can new programs balance depth and breadth in the field in the program
for the Ph.D.?

3. Now can the Ph.D. be streamlined?

D. The participants petitioned the MLA for a conference at the 1968 Annual Meeting.



IV. 29 DECEMBER! ERIC AND THE JUNIOR COLLEGE

38 persons took part in the

Mr. James D. Barry
Loyola University
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Mr. Bernard Blau
Staten Island Comm. College
Staten Island, New York

Susan Bobrow

Mr. Henna,- Bowersox
Roosevelt University
Chicago, Illinois 60605

Elizabeth Canar
Kendall College
Evanston, Illinois 60204

Mr. Roger Clark
WCTE/ERIC
508 S. Sixth St.
Champaign, Illinois 61820

meeting:

Mr. Adam Casmier
'Forest Park Community College
5600 Oakdale
St. Louis, Mo. 63100

Edward Corbett
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Mr. Gregory Cowan
Forest Park Community College
5600 Oakdale
St. Louis, Missouri 63100

Mr. William Dobbins
Dept. of English
Metropolitan Jr. College
Kansas City, Missouri 64111

Professor John Gerber
Chairman, Dept. of English
University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa 52240

Mr. Dale Gleason
Chm., Dept. of English
Hutchinson Comm. Jr. College
1300 North Plum
Hutchinson, Kansas 67501 -

Mr. Richard Goldstone

Director, Freshman Composition

City College
New York, N.Y. 10031

Mr. Herman Grundy
Kansas City Kansas Jr. College
824 State Ave.
Kansas City, Kansas 66101

Mr. C. J. Howard

Dept. of English
Tarrant County Junior
Fort Worth, Texas

Mr. Malkom Jackoway
Forest Park Community
5600 Oakdale
St. Louis, Mo. 63100

College

College

Vice President Ralph Larsen
Cazenovia College
Cazenovia,' N.Y. 13035

Heleh Lefevre .

Comm. College of Philadelphia
34 S. 11th St.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

Mr;. Richard Lloyd-Jones
University of Iowa
Ames, Iowa 50010

Mr. Lary McDonald
Chm., Div. of English & Foreign Languages
Arizona Western College
Yuma, Arizona 85364

Elizabeth McPherson
Dept. of English
Forest Park Comm. College
5600 Oakdale
St. Louis, Mo. 63100

Bonnie Nelson
MLA English ERIC
62 Fifth Ave.
New York, N.Y. 1.0011

Mr. David Nordin
Chm., Dept. of English
Macomb Community College
Warren, Michigan 48093

Mr. Bernard O'Donnell
The Nat..Council of Teachers of English
508 S. Sixth St.
Champaign, Ill. 61822

Mr. Robert Powell



Mr. Neal. Resnikoff
Wisconsin State University
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701

Miss Audrey Roth
Miami-Dade Junior College
11380 N.V. 27th Ave.
Miami, Florida 33167

Mr. Robert Rothburn

Mrs. Mary K. Sanders
Virginia Western Comm. College
P.O. Box 1495
Roanoke, Virginia 24015

Mr. Lionel Sharp
Cazenovia College
Cazenovia, N.Y. 13035

Dr. Michael F. Shugrue
Secretary for English
MLA
62 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10011

Prof. Robert Slack
Dept. of English
Carnegie-Mellon University
5000 Forbes Ave.
Pittsburg, Pa. 15213

Mr. Michael H. Smith
Rockhurst College
Kansas City, Mo. 641.10

Prof. Donald Snepp
City College of San Francisco
San Francisco, Calif. 94112

Mr. Donald Thompson
Wright Junior College
3400 Austin North
Chicago, Illinois

Prof. Samuel. Weingarten
Wilbur Wright Junior College
Chicago, Ill. 60634

Mr. Richard Worthen
Dept.' of English
Diablo Valley College
Colf Club Road
Concord, California 94523

Professor John Van Dyke
Dept. of Communications
Rock Valley College
Rockford., Ill. 61111



B. The following agenda guided the discussions:
John C. Cerber, Presiding

1. The English Teacher in the Junior and Community College,:

a. Should there be special teacher preparation programs for the
junior and community college teacher? If so, how should they
differ from existing graduate programs?

b. How .can a directory of information about graduate programs for
junior college teachers be established and 'made widely available?

c. How does unionization affect the junior college teacher of English?

c. What kinds of research should the junior college teacher of English

undertake?

2. The Junior College and the Modern Language Association:

a: Should there be regular junior college conferences at the national
and regional MLA's?

b. Should the MLA and the NCTE work toward a national junior college
conference on "Basic Issues in the Junior College"?

3. The English Curriculum in the Junior College:

a. What are the implications of testing and grouping for the junior
college English class?

b. What should be the nature of the English curriculum for the non-trans-
fer student?

a. What patterns other than by genre can be used to organize
literature courses for non-transfer students?

b. What is the nature of remedial work in English at the junior
college level?

c. Are transfer students in the junior college different from students
who enter four-year institutions? If so, in what ways?

d. What should writing courses in the junior college be like?

1. How much writing should be done in various kinds of junior
college English classes?

2. What place should personal, creative, expressive writing
have (as opposed to expository writing)?

3. Are there ways other than the research paper to help students
learn to gather, sort, and evaluate information? Do research
papers have relevance to the practical needs of non-trans er
students in the junior college?

C. The participants identified six areas for research and the collection of information:

1. How shoult: junior and community college teachers be prepared?

a. Does the task of the junior college teacher differ from that of other
college teachers?



b. What current programs exist for the preparation of, junior college teachers?
c. What should be the rationale for a junior college teacher preparation program?
d. The following points should be emphasized in any discuselon of teacher

preparation programs for junior college teachers:
(1) advanced work must be geared to teaching;
(2) work in psychology, sociology, etc, must accompany work in the content

of English;
(3) programs must be flexible;
(4) junior college teachers must be involved in designing graduate programs;
(5) the wide spectrum of student ability in the junior and community college

demands special teaching skills:
(6) internships in junior and community colleges provide the best kind of

experience for prospective junior college, teachers.

2. How can the wide variety of junior and community colleges be identified and
described?

Communication among similar kinds of institutions is necessary.

3. How can teaching conditions and class loads be imifoved?
a. How can information on class loads, etc. be made readily accessible to

junior college-teachers and administrators?
b. What precedents exist for reducing loads?.
c. What techniques other than strikes can help reduce teaching loads?
d. Can qualitative statements be made about the effect of a reduction in load?

4. How can articulation between junior and community colleges and four-year
institutions be improved?
a. Transfer credit needs to be arranged.
b. Teachers ne,,d to be recruited.
c. Both must work together to build teacher preparation programs for college

teachers of English.

5. What effect is unioni: ation having on the professional life of the junior college
English teacher?

6. What information is available on the proliferating remedial programs, including
the suggested year of "pre-junior college"?

D. The Participants discussed the feasibility of a national conference on basic issues

on the teaching of English in the junior college and recommended that the NCTE CCCC
regional junior college committee discuss such a project. Lionel Sharp, Cazenovia,
will submit a proposal for a junior college institute under the Education Professors

. Development Act for the summer of 1969.

E. The participants petitioned the MLA for a conference on the teaching of English in
the junior colleges at the 1968 Annual Meeting.


